# salurary lesson for any troublesome Arab country concem- this pursuic, in terims of finance or armamenss, would be
plating Libya's journey [rom rogue stare to respectable détence enlisted and availed of (in historical lineage the TRA visited
with the West: thar it would be wnwise as vou are liahle 1o be Stalin’s Sovier Union in 1925 for guns despite deep, reac-
slapped wich large financial penalties as reward for compromise  tionary antipathy 1o acheistic communism}, The conflics need-
and renouncing your recen [ast, coming in under the muncu-  ed weapnns, Thar Libva stuck our its hand is incidenzaly if

lar arm of the West, and abandoning vour nuclear programme  Swirzerland or Western Samoa had possessed and prollered

—a fine incentive ro any other hostile Islimic siate flirding with — arms, the Provisional TRA would have mken np the offer.

the notien of coming in fram the hear, Once agan in Norchern [rish society the peaple who per-

The people who killed in the name of the IRA were derer- haps most need 10 be consulted on this macter can be found
mined ro use vielence for political ends and would find what-  oecupying the sear of power, running branches af devolved
ever means they could o do se. Whoever could aid them in government where once they ran the war,

Loyal sons of Ireland and Europe

In this season of remembrance Keith Brennan and Cian O’Neill remember and
celebrate two forgotten European idealists and campaigners who died
in the Great War of 1914-18 — Tom Kettle and Francis Ledwidge

he story of loval sons serving King and counory in the

First World War is unavailable to Southern cicizens.
Histary, culture, and collective memaory diverged definiovely
for the Union and the Republic after 1916, rendering thar
daomed generation so revered 10 che Bricish mernory lose
cither o memnory or reclimation in the South. The fquestian
"Who rook the Kings shilling?” rings but rarely in the Souch
aow, ver has hardly lost s resenctul edge and the un-incerro-
gated pub wisdom on the matcer still has some sway. The
GUesTon, o some, contiing the answer — mercenarics, traitors,
] Provestancs, applied vanously to Unionists, che landed, ar
gentemen of Trinity College — no proper Irishman, Hewever
the argument abour the wearing of the poppy wis recently
rehashed by Fionnula O'Conner in the Trish Times, and

bevame mnstalled in ies Leroers Pages as a more thougheful

debate than previous kneejerk squabbles would have led many In the shifting srorics thar Southerners have wld them-
10 CXpeCL: selves, J:CCCSSEE}’ anl the -{.'"x"l'.'ll"."il'lif_:_ nsecurities of a pl::l_';[-l.'.g‘:hlni;l,]

(Connor located the ssuc 1n the current and past conrexi iddentity have made of the dead a palimpsest. Deach renders
of imer-community flag waving in the North, the red poppy anenymous almost all individuals whe have not enjoved fame
baorh, “[A] touching reminder of heroian and selfless deatchs’, in Life and most of us leave bur 2 warermark of personalicy on
andd a, “haldover fron a dme when MNorthern Cacholics were the shraud; which creared vacuum MNamre may abbor, bue che
repeatedly asked for proofs of "lovalty” to 2 stare wich which lagiographer finds most enticing. 5o, through the thousand
few 1dentified.” O'Connor extends the debaie inre Unionist cuts of organ-grinder narionalists whe branded Greac War vol
perceprions of the GAA, the presence or atherwise of unreers trzitors’ to Eircann, the symbaol, srorys and manifold
Protestant mimsters ar Cacholic religious ceremenies, hunger truch of their sacrifice was lost. Posi-Church, post-Family, znd
serike commenorations and such similar schisms the non- nonw post-Celric Tabby, the queston of national idenriry is
remembrance of which s made & chalk-line to be bickered wide open and it would seeny sensible thar this hugely signifi-
across. One more chalk-line, cthat s, 10 the bomb-pocked cant chaprer af [vish Listory finally be addressed, while we
chall pic of our histor. peruse the Tamily album, tyving to work our who we are

Still soenewhar posc-colenial. the South is a near-centenar- [again],
an Republic stxry years gone from the Commonwealch and its The key questions are these: who were these men; why did
war dead cannar be thoughe of as Brivish, if indeed. thes cver they serve; what are we remembering? Given the uneasy way
could. Nur can some of the concepts Trish volunteers fonghe that the Norch makes some Southerners foel, Lo, thar the job
for be deemed contemporaneous, with same no longer within was nor finished, thas England is still too close tor comfoer
the tongue of mainstream public discourse a1 all: blood and erc; the deach of men who fought a greac enemy on behalf of P

sacrifice propatria, well, ‘Maud Gonne - she dead.
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an older enemy from whon they were promised liberty is oo
camplex and troubling 1o be canghe in the prasm of that red
pappy worn s carelessly abour Whirchall, Add deril to the
issute aned the warers seem more unelear sll,

A significant mumber of the Volunteers were hroken sirik-
ers, blackballed from work in any conployment en offer afrer
the Grear Strike of 1913, They signed op of urgent necessity
cora British Army thar would ask no questions bur pay wages,
becoming fodder for the cannon ar Gallipoli, Ypres, the
Somme and cthe many other locagons being newly minted 1nte
national invths. Their inernaionalist socialism was strangled
after hirch by it alder brother MNarionalism and frozen our of
the post 1922 republican state and could have prodoced o
markedly differene nacdon informed by more liberal ideals and

Lz,

In Redmend’s Woodenbridge speech of Seprembern 1914
to the Trish Volunreers, he stressed the role of masculinicy,
mirtial history and, "Defence of right, freedom and religion in
this war". Referencing omnipresent anti-German propaganda,
Raclmond argued that a show of Fealty would copper-fasten
Home Bule and so every pamiotc MNarionalist had & duy o
serve, Llovd George, that great cuckolding crook, made che
offer explicit when P, and hack then people rrusted poli-
cians a grear deal more than now, 5o the quid pro que drive
worked,

The defence of small states was also 2 nodon remanog
enough oo have currency in the Nationalist idealism of the
time and chose Nationalises who served on the frondine were
nat begrudping of their side of the bargain bue rather earnest,
numerous, and faithful, a complexity often unappreciated by
English officers, especially post 1916, The bitter charges of
treasonons eollaboration with an Imperial Siae dhae rem the
air bacle ar home {owinned. ac dimes, by 2 Bridsh suspicion of
the Volonteers” Trishness), must have rankled amongse the tens
of thousands who answered the Heme Bule call, Morth and
South. Their departures had been accompanicd from the perc
af Kingstown (now Dun [.:mgh:ﬁre], |‘J:r' I1;1g waving thousands
and well wishers of all swipes
Catholic and Protestane - standing cheek by jow] in an uncom-

Untonist and Republican,

Forrzhle mariage of bipalar motives. Their retarn was greeted
by chrears o silence, even occasional murder.

Young professionals, largely Protescant men recrusred from
the ranks of Trinity students past and present, served, largely f
seems, from a sense of lovaloe felr for King and Crown and a
desine (o \:upp::r-r;m.rr1 the Union, Yer here too, motivation

varicd. A cermain number of recruics were white-feathered ino

it by friends, family or passing brigades of young women
pressing shame earnestly into the palms of strangers and as it
always bad, & mercenary motive also plaved its pare, Treland
having always poured young men inro the service af the
British Eingrire as both un-enlisted men, and career officers.
Arnangst Cachelics though. ivwas primarily the beighr
strigil of Redmond’s promised freedom char seraped the hills
and towns clean of her voung men. Ac the lromt, separared
inta the Jich and 10ch divistons, the compering apendas of
Unionists and Natonalists rarely mec, bur for a few norable
EXCE LGS int:|1uliﬂg {_;.'l]lil]{)li: aned Wyrschaete, where these
men divided by faith and policical belief served side by side in

Frangis Ledwidge

a shared. dreadful experience in which the actors showed goad
cheer and notable tolerance ro cach other. Regimental,
Mationalist and Unionist signs and svin wals were exchangel
amongst these officers and men, and they messed together by
nvication, foughe rogecher by necessity, and were united by
expearience where binth tzaclicion and policy had previously bic-
terly divided chem.

That gave some hope to wdealists ke Thomas Ketele (killed
on the Somme in Seprember 19167 and the marely remembered
Francis Ledwidge, of a different [reland post 1918, Kerde, an
Irish Voluneer, Europhile, and strike supporeer, had been
sourcing puns in Europe in 1914 aned after witnessing the au-
break of war he became a war correspondent, prosclyrised for
the joint canses al enlistmen: and Home Bule, and went to
the war in the name of democracy, 2nd, as he saw it European
crvilisation. In Kettle's own waords;

Sohere, while the mad guns curse overhead

And tired men sigh, wich mud for couch and floor

Enew that we foals, now wich the foolish dead

[Med not for Mag, nor King, nor Emperor,

Bur far a dream, born in 2 herdsman’s shed

Anc for the secrer Seriprure of the poor

Crucihed upon the rood of a connental war, men would,
0 sEems, fnl'gﬂ chetr more localised selves; Ihl'lugh hie vk right
e fear thatr the rebels ar home would be remembered as
herows, and che seldiers at the frone condemned as trajeors,

Fraocis Ledwidee was a sell—ecdicared pastoral poet, labour-
ey, Wnion organiser and Irish Volunreer with a strong
Furoplile streak and he was killed on the firse day of Third
Ypres and Paschendale. His monument, inseribed in Fng

ih
and erecred in Belgium by the Bridsh Army, conrains a frag-
ment of his own poetry, his "Lament on the Deach of Thons
MecDanagh". The subject was one of the 1916 signatories, yver
the poem could apply o Ledwidee himself;

"He shall nor hear
The hittern cry
I the wild sloy
Where he 15 lain."

Shovtly before his deatl, Ledwidge ressoned tha: T joined
the Briish Army because she stood beoween an enemy com-
men to our civilizaoon, and [ would not have her say thae she
defended us while we did nothing but pass resolutions. Loam
nat withour hope thar a new Ireland will arise from her ashes
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in the ruins of Dublin, with one 2im,
eile PUCpese... My own country has no
place amongst the Nations but the place
of Cinderelly’

The Trish President quoted Kerle a
4 co-commnemoeration in 1997, and
spoke of the pride and humiline which
the memorye of Irish dead evoked. This
was histarically overdue ver also in serv-
1we of the emerging peace process, and
brroader Furepean cultural and political
camaraderie. Rewriting the story as a call
toandd exemplar of eross communioy co-
aperation is an appropriation which
honours them perbaps more far whar
they muy do for us, rather than for whar
they have dong, Yeo we have ar List
begun. some of us grudgingly, o scrape
cleun the bones of aur dead and disas
semible 1he myths wich which we so
foully clothed them, The dead have
then, perhaps, finally found cheir
tongucs. and all should be counred
amongst our cenntaph dead, whether
they may be comforrably howsed within
any narrowly defined nacenal identiry-
myth or net. In the letters pages of the
{rish Times, the current asgument goes
thar the Leish dead should be remem-
bered with their own particular symbel,
separate and distinet ver of a shared his-
tory with the pappy. Be such 2 poppy
red or green, we would do well o
remember them with 2 symbol as unigue
as their service, incall it specific, canrra-
dicrory and awloward cerms,

CORRECTION

In the ardicle by Garrer TirGerald in
our last issue (Formight 467) there
were wo editing errors: His reference
to internment shouold Bave read:

'In both parms of Irelind internment has
been wsed since che 19205 1w limit the
scale of rerrorist acrivities and  has
proved effecrive in this respect. The
abuses in Morthern Treland had che
practical effect of making irs introdug-
tion chereafrer in Norchern [reland,
and also in the Irish state, impossible in
pracrical terms’

Unfortanately the 19205 was printed as
19705 and the edivng of the secand
sentence disterred the meaning, We

apologise lor these errors.
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