Death, ill health and resurrection?

Cian O’Neill reflects on the cruel world of politics and warns
of a dangerous Samurai-like final thrust from the Broon.

o goes Edward, last of Crooked Joc

Kennedy's bovs, under the uncom-
plaining earth: 2 grear legislarorn, a bad
driver, bur above all 4 man who liked o
cat Jobster. Thar American summer ia
ended, and so oo 15 the wild rush of
opomism surrounding the Presidency of
Barack Olrania, who is being wracked
on the private healtheare lobbyists’
wheel, Obama was himself 2 beneliciary
af Ted Kennedy's expressed kindness ara
eritical juncrure during the Demoeratic
campaign, and while he came into office
looking awful big, it would take more
than a lion of the Senare o safely escort
Ohbamas Healtheare reform chrough
both Houses oi_f.-.nngrrss now, T he
melusery has risen like Belial, seeming,
“for dipnity compos'd. and high exploir.
Busr in ies designs and effect it reveals
iesell 1o ke most Balse, most wicked.
some 45 millian peaple in che United
atates are withour healtheare coverage
and they live in moral dread of a head-
cold, Well, ler them est aspirin, sav the
fiscal conservatives.

Olami has berraved a naiverd, even
an arrogance in his atempt 1o cast away
the lies of the Righr in America with o
a gesture, and also by not going to Main
Streer, as the commentators like 10 say
sopner. He has soughr o deploy reason
and sense in the bartle of TV words over
the issue, which is folle As TFK's career
could have told him, TV is nor zhouwr
truth, nor s wuth within os ken, and no
man ever campaigned o have his pocker
cmapricd. 5o the President sheuld be
fighting the privare healthaare lobly wich
gloves off, of he truly means o Tulfil his
promise of change, and in so doing han-
our the legacy of Ted, who in kis yourh
brenghe healtheare reform o the floor of
the Scnate when it was as unpopular as
L.

Wihich is about as popular as the SNI
is in Westminscer vight now, thanks o i
mtgresning decision o free the dying
Abdelbaser Al-Meghrahi and send him
home ro Libya This i teee macde 1 pus-

FORTHIGHT QCTSEBER 2009

silile for the families of [RA victims o
finally secure the faciliatory” assistance of
the UK Geovernument in cheir hid for
campensation trom Gaddafi, thar great
[tormer?] friend of Gerry and the Boys.
Jellrey Donaldson has found himself, o
his evident frustration. back on the
cvf.'ning news bulleting, and we wish him
well or aspirin, Bur there s great consti-
tutional imterest in all of this: namely,
could Scarland hecame de facto inde-
pendent through a series of politieal
minoctuvres by Downing Strect o leave
unpopular, propery governmental deci-
sions o Holyrood? Thar remains to be
seen, yer in this instance che Scotrish
MNatonalists ook the peisoned chalice of
Al-Megrahi’s repatriation and paraded it
proudly before the eves of the world,
lappy 1o look like a sovereign govern-
ment. lowas an awlul thing to have o do
o help the UK — and thar siill includes
Seodand — ger o dram or two of the
largest oil reserves in Alrica, But they did
it with aplomb, and Kenny MacAskill has
surely raken the tide of “Most [mplacable
Scordsh Cad' from George Galloway,
whe may now determine upen a new life
in the service ol something other than
Self or Mammon, somerime after hell
freezes over.

Hell will have to frecze over for
Labour to sart believing thar they can
upser the adds at the nexr election, which
will come on fleer feer once Parliament
has sat again on October 12ch, The blue
blood is up for the Tories and they shall
come back from their long vacations '-:-f_i.fh
a terrible certainty in their minds: victory
i5 ours

they anticipare p
becausze his defear seems so ine
Any basie reading of politics, o b
— the way of the [Samura] warrior,
teach thar an opponent who is certa
death may just come 1o accep
which point he becomes rerribly
vus because he has nothing left
Brown is a dead man walking, e

currently

4

rable.

However they muay find that
Brown becomes a more difficult foe than

yet he spent long weeks of his vouth in a
darkened room o save the one eye left
him afeer a rugby accident, and later
underwent  experimental  surgery  ar
Edinburgh Roval Infirmary ro secure thar
partial sight. Marked by defatigation,
bled dry of his dignity by a superh Tory
media operation he is, yes, but he may
discover a new lightness, the closer he
gets to the dole queue. Those antique
enough o remember Tharcher's last
appearance at the disparch box may anric-
ipate with relish such bravura, such a las
hurrah,  Hell may, or may nor, freeze
over. Bur whichever way ir is going, the
days are certainly getring colder, and the
Big Show is swinging into view.




