Something looms at the porthole,
and it is winking. As the LS. election
fast approaches the world grows
fidgety, worried ac whac it sees.

n the Vice-Presidendal debace, Sarzh
B Palin staved smilingly on the hamster

wheel of her dewn-home message, Bur
Joe Biden was convincing and the Republicans
may rue ber winks yet, le may well be indecorous
tor a pelitician running for co-stewardship of the
Whire House ta wink in & televised debare and
the Americans may mind more than we would
assume, because afrer all, dime-smore charm
cannot canopy a vold and it cannar calm che
markets.

Old bov McCain for his parc was abways more
EI'l'.I[L'l‘.I{’J:,' thanone of Rachmaninos plano
ctudes, But unl new he scemed honourable.
'z is new running such a vicions and personal
campaign that Karl Rove, ves even Karl Rove,
hias said it had become ‘dangerous’. One cannen
say which of the reo Republicans is more likely
o fuether '.*.x-.‘rnpﬁry Dhebwyars Frant-veranda “leave
it to the help' line in execurive oversighe if
elecred: MeCain due 10 senescence [ar prostase
malfunceion, whichever comes first and my
obols are on the later], or Palin because she
would be oo sy with her nails.

A the season gave way o wincer the Tories
gachered arcund the grey waters of the English
Channel o have theic vearly canference. Like
the Eumemides by the scene of some desccracion,
Cameron rried hard to show thar be really
listens o other people by scealing Obamas
‘Change” carchphrase for the conference slogan.
Georpe Osbourne somebow managed 1o look
like a schoolboy Lagain] bae dhd his best o look
as it he didn't simply want to poine ac carcoons
critical of the "Broon and saigger. Hague spoke
well. The old guird looked opomiste, Then
poor dMichacl Gove ler everybody down, as

abways, witl Lis complexion.

The key 1o the success of the conference was
bound ta be che containment of Torv hubiis and
it just aboue did the job, Keeping to dhe now-
established Cameron modns operendi, they
affered much critique in rones of concern, linle
detail, and showhoaced an one populist palicy.
Last year, it was curring back inherirance wx,
which, ouwside of London, anly affects che rch,
They and their good friends in the new-righc
press managed o persuade people thar this was
abour fairness”. This year, Osbourne promised a
frecre in council taxes, The acrualicy is char he
can promise no such ching. Buc he soll said oha
they wonld encourage councils m do so by
offering them cash, source unspecified. Usafully,
it deesn’t commin a Tory government to
anything conerete, Sounds nice, chough, and it
appeals 1o the Mirel-Lnglanders.
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The new political
comedy show

Cian O'Neil remarks on the strangely comic
performances in the US election and on the
unexpected return — Talleyrand style - of
Lord Mandy

[n his l‘lig F:[?'.‘!f.‘:l.l]. Cameron seemed smug, vet
b eried o strike a serions tone when he argued
thar experience was non crucial. Apparently,
Leing the rghe [pretey straighe] sort of guy is the
key, This was in answer to the "Broons speech of
the immediziely preceding [Labour] Conference
int which he ran with the ‘no time for a novice,
serious man for scrious times’ theme. This is the
First time thar Brown has put Cameron almaose
on the defensive, That is interesting, and chings
are ahout ger more interesting still. Eater,
stage lalt, our madern-diy Talleyrand - Lord
Perer Mandelson.

These are ever players on the stage who
I'I.HEI:in‘. |i|:':.|i! 'ir1rT<:n;_5|,:|{_;tirJ|‘|. Th[":." wREAr c{"]’l:ﬂil'_l le
nature’s warning colours, or flash some fesh o
announce their motivations. [f Peter Mandelson
is nota very close cousin 1o a viper then vou
maw, at vour liberny call me Nancy, Whar he is,
l|‘|nugh, 50 lE|1L|ur-qEL'y political mind of che
highest arder. He has no Fealry bur thar whicls s
expedient and he makes the mouth of any halt- ok,
hewn hack water because he 13 exceedingly pood

i to behold,

‘Regimes may fall and Gail, bue | do net’, said
Tallewrand. He was a liwr, a plotten a palicical
genius and an inveterate high-ifer He vo-yoed
in and our of oflice and many times he seemed
dead but for him to rise again, smirking. He T
differs frem the new Brish Minisier for Tracle
in fow FEs]ECTE. oo ald Wandy has come
honme v Westminster either o oversee the
slow death of the Mew Labour o which he is
jolne progenitonor L che assassin that che
play and irs crizics have wanred to see, thar
King Gorden be linally slaan’ or o
spearhend the most ourrageous reversal of
Fortune in modern political history sinee,
well, Tallevrand lelt vireual retirement in
Faurope 1o take up, against cveryone’s
expectations, a new governmencal role
in...London.

Whichever way he plays it the whole
story is enough o warrant fresh
investisarion of the idea thar life i, in
essence, 4 comady ||




