It has been a little wet, around
these parts, of late. The cocks
drowned and their mannequin rags
now buoy upon a nickel meniscus
of Thames-water and sewage, gently
wending its way past River Ock and
Eynsham, past Abingdon and Little
Vyittenham; south and east, to the
flatpack capital.

ther corpses too have surfaced, or, in
> the case of Blair, simply vanished. Ic

is as if he never happened: Mr Broon
has taken hold of the plastic rudder and seems
quite content with his lor, despice all the
terrotism and precipitation, He may still have a
cuchall-sized Gobstopper in his mouch when he
speaks under pressure, but at least he doesn's, like
Wr OnCamera, have 2 maw full of meal,

Whilse the inundation continued the scrects
were mercifully free of tourists, who thronged
the doorways of Ouford St novelty shops selling
those ‘London — I'm not perturbed’ print -
shirts, waiting for the sun to bustle our from
behind the ragged clouds and buff the wer
pavements up o a shine. Life still went on and
on. Shoredicch still reems wich trustafarians.
Somalian drug dealers still run the corners in
Camden.

South London does noc feel as much like
America, or [one presumes] the Caribbean, as is
habitual in the normally very hot summers here,
(e might think that this flooding would affect
the murder rate in the very mainly Afro-
Caribhean areas such as Peckham, Brixton and
so on. Mot so. There have been fifteen teenagers
murdered here since January including several in
the past few wecks, and the incidence of murder
amongst voung black people is now pitiably
high. The Government has mooted acrion and
miy even consulr a few black reverends abour
the yout's. Hussar! All the while, sixteen-year old
boys in bandansar [and you can't make up the
dleails| stab and shoot each other for pride and
glory. There are now active and even more
violent girl gangs too, community leaders allege.
Mo-one knows whart to do abour it

Helpfully, London Underground has now
closed the Victoria Line, from 10pm during the
week unril the end of Novermber at least. Said
line provides the one reliable and quick means
of conveyance from the Souch, up North of the
river [where all the good jobs are]. This closure
puts more people onto the buses, within which
confines they can participate in the craffic jams
on the Old Kent Road which so salve the soul,
Aggressive rapMuzak is provided 1o all buses in
the South now gratis, by MP3-cnabled mobile

phone-bearing teens who may or may elect to
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mug someone; while fellow-passengers stare into

their laps, or scan the free newspapers piled in
sodden drifes on the floon for celebriny
cphemera and mongoloid Pet-of-the-day’
snapshors,

11 this sounds hellish, well, it might be, e
the seuthern part of Tondon has always been
impoverished. The King's Men had the Globe
on the southbank partly because the Jand was
cheaper than Cheapside and the proliferation of
taverns and whores i che area deew U1 a vaso
number of pleasure-seckers [including, later,
Pepvs|, who might be persuaded o, while in the

has a fancy larin name and makes one’
manhood tuen mauve.

The huge wave of immigration in England
which began alter the Second World War saw
Lewisham change overnight inte @ black siedl
The English have been happy as are now the
Irish, to accept 1}:rt:ig:| nationals whe shall do
menial or manual work For chem. In the case of
South London it just so happens chat such black
communitics have been largely ignored by
investment, transport infrascructure planners
and the law, One sees Bobbies, many and oft,
stealling smilingly around wedding-cake
Kensington. (e could ary murder in
Camberwell and see nary @ one ina monch, So,
penple warch their scep and che streets empty
after rush-lour. For owside, schoolchildren may
be raking foorage of their friends happe-
slapping, or worse, o put onto You Tube, under
user [0 Jike “MurkahMizele’ [rongh translation:
murderer) murderman]. Peachy.

The contemplative Travis Binclle opined,
“'Oine day 2 big rains gonna’ come, and
wash away 2l the scum and filth from che
serects”, The ron came and went, bur some
things vou just can't wash away in warer,
Labour has in its tenure overseen a widening
of the cconomic gap berween those whe cur
coke and thase wha cur coupons;
particulacly in London. The poor have been
left o vor and kill cach other. “Gramerey!’,
cry the citylbows, and order znocher spriczet,
Broan has a grear deal to do o tackle this legacy
of neglect, 1M history is @ nighemare from which
we must wy 1o awake, London must bestir inself
Omce maore, the sun has gor his har on — yer the
kids are soill lolling each ather. i)
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