aised dedicated community organisations
suggest that remembrance of che past
will b vigorovsly conrested trom below,
Andd that makes me hopetul for che
rl.]l.l.l“‘ Lo, .
Tany Flatt is visiting professor at Queen's

Universicy, March, 2007, Professor Emericus ar
Califarng State University, Sacrarmenta,

e inter ends suddenly in
the ciny The air changes
somchew, mking on

that expansivencss born of all chings

relaxing a lictle, our of the giip of the
cold and  freshly  lost in

T runkenness  of  things

various.. The avenuoes soften in a blur of

foliage-filtered sunshine, warm and
burtery over the lavered pavemenc

Mallacks letc by generations of stump-

legged pigeons, Peonies come out on

Hampstead Heath, just like George

Michael, every cime he has o hawk a

new album o the middle management

demaographic of this world.

Yes, change is  afoor. and in
Westrinster it is on the hoof, At time
of wrinng and according o Blairs
carelully constitutionally
appropriace media ouder, GMTY, the
dewdling for Blair o leave was May
Tich, after his lase Stormoent photo-op
with Tan che Fedora and Gerry che
Lacrurer. Ir 1 as sure a ching as you get

that,
being

chosen,

in EJLJHliL:h that Brown shall become
beloved Mhavid Milliband s

1e:'-t|sing [ T, 1l 1% |':]Jc:|'tm], and while

|I.‘.:! I.J (=)

a reluctant candidate s a clangerous
factar in such matiers, he probably shall
'“I(l"l 10 EI'I'E. 'l."r'lf,!l]'l'j — |t".i:\r +::.1r noas, Hi,:.
ride % oo vl at the ol plus his
Murn wagets b wo finish bis O Levels
firse.

People in the capiml are penerally
indiffcrent new, as ever, 1o the
suceession dssue. When the ground
moves quickly beneath vour feet yon
have to warch the wrmacadam for
fissures; you don’t have rthe hsury of
reflective time. Additonally, one canne
be casily heard above the clamous, so
mast people don't bother mying o offer
an opinicn. The only issue abour which
Lendoners scem e become antimared is
the Clympics, which grewed prejer is
going o benefie only property penple
and cost the council ax-payer s well
as arts olganisations] & Very Large
Amount of Money lndeed.
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Aquatics Centre for 3012 Olpnpic Games or the world through margarine?

Cian O'Naill
a view from London

Everting gonna’ be a’ bootiful

To peruse che webdomain of the
2012 Games is o see the world chrough
margarine. There 15 nothing wrong,
l'lw'cr:,'[hing is fine. o back oo work,
The |:;ngu;1g-_- wseel mirrors pcrf";:(;c]:.' the
insular pazabole ol Mew Lahouar, roo far
[ren vears| down the line to care abouc
accountabilicy, where ang seeks derail
ane lnds the perspicacity of che
brochuaee. % hile the broadsheess have
anly in the past few weeks alluded 10
the crisis facing Lotery-dependent aris
organisacions [and those winds will
blew chill cheaugh the Mosth oo,
nowithstanding the continuing low of
peace dividend Euwos from Brossels 1o
local “cultural’ inrerests |, Private Fae has
o s credic been svstematically tartle-
Hipping the adminiscracions lgures
submirced regarding the costs of the
2012 Olympics for some  rime,
Remember  WAT?Y  Could  HLUAL
Governmenr, the wvery organisation
which adminiscers this ax, really forge
WAT when estimaring the coses?!

Tessa Jowell, a woman whose grasp of
financial probicy docs not exrend 1o her
baving raken any interesc when her new
ex-hushand  handled  alleged  shush
money’ for Silvio Berlusconi [he whe
makes the average T lool like a
parigon of virtee], has promised char
the meney grabbed from arts-funding
for the Games will be “repaid’. Onee,
that 1, che athletes go home, Until then
the ares must wait cheir tun and eac
cake; or, perhaps, an Official Games
energy bar', A case of, “Ehhh. crust me,
alrie’ Everting ponna’ be 27 booriful, [
promis™”

[t as Torys lase follv As he came in
the Dome, he leaves us with
arerher Docklands regeneration boon

with

for property developers and  sacivises,
he pames shall serve also o increase
aver Fl]flh[“.r ||"|l‘. {‘il:ﬂ‘ir“l'_'l”itj" If,_'hl [,(][1({0]1
as shore city-break destination of choice
for those actvited as Jhadis by chis
Labwour sdmamsiration’s jaunts into che
desert and rocks of other peoples’
countries [— thar being Tonvs legacy
proper, s 69%  of people noan
] I Llel]{‘. r'l(ltfl:l[ TEEWWS ['H,'l E:l(:r L1 T\":_','].l'
published 1757 lad o], Whecher
Gordon will be there o bask, like the
unusually wilrus-ofothe-
manse he is, i che g]nr:.' ol the CGames is

saturnine

another question. You have this wrrers
wned, inu.‘?iclt'.zl1:l]|y, that he shall never
cite the ]J}L‘]EE’JI;’[I('I_"HI agatn, but the dog
ate my homework, vou konow,

Sparc a theught, then, For the poor
Last Lendoncrs who  shall  eadure
seeming acons of building works and
photo opportunites with Sebastian Coe,
he whe does for smugness whar Croesus
did for ‘bling’. Pleture i Seb snapped
while “jovously’ ourrunning 4 hoodie’
wiclding a shoric’, The PR crew will
roll cut all the rousing personalities of
the age — Kellv [lolmes, Fatima
Whithread, that bald swimmer with the
Munster-ish rolling-dice eves namad
Duncan’. Come the actual event, the
Americans will lead the opening parde
of nariens in armouared Huomvees,
fallowed by the Lsraclis whao shall carey
pole-vanlts topped with the heads of
Palesanian children, The Irish, aking
up the rear, will look pale and bashful
and probably won't bear Paldistan ar the
ericket comperitian, Well, anvhow, vou
get che picture, Plus ga change — mine's
a highball, B

Cian C'Meill is our regular Londan
carraspandent



