5o, the city's white-castled
playground is gone, to
return in perhaps another
eighteen years when next
winter encamps in the
capital. While it lasted, the
place was different and it’s
not difficult to see why. For
Beauty is transformative.

Man]mtr&nitcs refer o
g commurers wha use some of
the 2,000 bridges and the rennels thar
connect the city to the mainland or
Long [sland as ‘tunnel people’. a term
which smacks of a very un-American
snobbery as hefis that most European
of US cities, It is so expensive o live
on banharran that residents are on
average much higher wage-carners than
thise found in outlying disiices such
as Queen’s and fow Upper-East Siders
ever use the city subsvay sysrem.
Crenerally speaking, those who cin
afford to aveid going underground do
=0, Yer thar island’s dimensions mean
that it can be rraversed by a yellow cab
Farrly paindessly, whereas in contrase,
London’s former city gates and walls
stand adrift in 2 sprawling morass thit
renders road-journeying arduous, 5o
the ‘tube’ is the quickest way around.
Famously unplanned, London is
therefore a more superficially
‘demuacrats ciry than NYC in that the
as those beoween rich

Tiness, such
Manharean ancd poor New Jersey, arent
as clear. Class abrades class, Western
tracts of Londans underground railway
are sufficiently less busy than those in
the poor Fast 1o make clear oo all bur
the most unsubtle dunce thit how Tolk
travel still bespeales their means o«
degree, ves, Iar still a loc of people
travel almast exclusively underground
here and consequently very many
Londoners, regardless of class, spend
markedly licdle cime ouc of doors, This
means thar aside from the occasional
ling-closure sparked by a leaf being
observed looking suspicious around the
maourh of Stockwell station, the
weather doesnt scem to have any
bearing on daily life.

Then, every once in a long while,
everything gers preposterously fufly
and whire and the gods cempt men ou
af doors to play as children in che
streets. Mooy will take up any
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Snowplay

Cian 0'Neill reports on a brief snowy respite from
the chill winds of inequality and recession.

opportunity at all o ‘hunk oft” work
gleefully, But even lor the chuel, a
heavy mantle of snow lain across high-
rocfiops has the same emotional

TES
effeor as @ white fur draped across a
fernmie farale’s shoulders. You know
that what's under there is uncerzain
good; bur it looks pretty appezling and
mukes one smile. Evervone was out
building cheir own snowswamen and
men - even Lily Allen, that mockney
popstar possessed of the physiognony
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up with the plebeians in Primross Hill
Pack. At least she was, untl 2 bunch
of acsthotie youths mobbed her wich
snonwhizlls and the police were called.
Boris skipped another day a1 the office,
strapped on his fassuic and wene for a
jog for the benelit of ever-fowning
Lvening Standard snappers, the
published images of which corpus
gigantenm no doubt cocasioned a
surge in ovulation amengst the well-
spoken lidies of Kensingron.
Transpore was hic hard. All buses
were pulled fram the reads, which
(_du.bl:,'{_:l grn‘.ﬂ, L:(1[|H|l:|'i|:iti{:l|] :l.]‘[‘l'.][‘l'{'".-[
loval bus passengers. Yos, every
cosmopolitan delusional, every media-
sy paranoicd schizaphrenic was shue
up for the day, bared, with nothing o
do buor empire-build wsing navel lint, A
Cyprus Airways plane shid off the
runway ar Heathrow bur mercifully no

PASSETEETS Were cebabid. Lucon
Airporr was closed, though the eyes of
the civilised world are ever closed o
anything connected witl Lo so ol
may net have noticed.  All overland
rrain services were cancelled, JUs 10
lcep things fresh, and chere was a
shortage of sali for the roads until the
pood sale-mining folk of Carrickfergus
and Spain stepped into the breach o
affer respite o local aucharites. No
doubt the 'Broon was also glad ro ge
temporary respite from the economic
blizzard. as Parliament stood
wncenanted, shelecal and HOE. {'?igl:l'e
like against the worpid Thames, Afier a
few davs, chough, che snow fell away

iren the gurrers, like the laso guest
leaving the party, and life resumed.
Withour the snow, it now scems a
more chill wind that tuns from
Parliamenc Hill dowen to Whiteball, Tn
fact, the recession perceprion is
become reality and people have come
to thinl that their salaries are made
but of mere paper as might blow away
on a zephyn It is true, to an extent —
lsie o much more than ic has been.
The credic culture that girt the Babel
England of the Blair years like so much
bronze-plated copper has corroded and
the counry is looking rather green
abour the gills. However wealth is, like
often love, about illusions. London
doesnt look any more socially unjuse
now than it did a yvear ago, or Five.
Which may be mere opinion, mind,
lwic chis is certain facr, thar while the
whire cottom cendy lay abour its mean
strects chis carly Febroary, well, it
losskeed like a place awfully close to

beautiful. (]




