Dave on camera and the

Lilke any good lord of the manor should
be, David Cameran has now been
properly blooded as Tory leader and has
since last auturmn burrowed his

becrimsoned muzzle deeper and deeper
into the exposed withers of Honeymoon
Gordon. Rermember him? The General
Election that never was, Morthern Rack;
citizens' personal data; Mr Abrahams;
Baris Johnson [or as he is known in the
offices of The Spectator magazine, B]].
Crewe and MNantwich.,.dear, dear. The
wheels appear to have come off the
Labour wagen, which would have been
hauled off for scrap if the 42 days
detention bill had net been passed,
B O e wottld wonder over it 1F luck weren's
SOk "'\r':lfii!l"ll.! il'l i:l(lli['i{:h: II[".\"{!I:I'.S. I:,I(,":EI'
boy, evencs...”. Yer there is sormething more w il
than mere circumsiance or heneymoon hubris on
the part of ‘the surprisingly icj'\u.'-.c; Broon’,
bele OnCamerzs breezy hour-long Tory
Canference specch romanced che palitical hacks
and mircel-Enplanders and made the Tories seem
electorally vighle onoe more, mainly because ic
was given withour autocue and showed a benefin
of that expensive education in the Bullingdan

‘new’ toff Tory

Cian 0'Neill reports on the triumph
of the Mew Tories.

b — .13?]-:‘J|‘11|‘J. It was a moment” and swung
the public perception of the Conscrvatives,
Once Parliament sac again after che swmmer
vecess, their anslaught began and PMOs came
tor resernble the hyena custer-fuck of a rired
Monose,

Yer o well-received conterence speech, ovens,
opportunizsm and undeniable sheen do nor zlone
zcoount for thein, and his suceess, The quark in
this instance is 4 class thing. The day before
CinCamera made his con

eie spesch the
Tories were still in the wilderness and
immediately afterward chey were somchow a
party revived, Why! Two things: an oli-ciied
though ditficult o prove Briush instinee o be
led by ane's slightly sneery betiers, as shall no
be discussed here; and the arrval of 2 new ovpe
of toft, borne o lead and fic to feed on oiks.
Labour must be wondering where chese highly
efficient predators came from. 1997 saw Labour
smash che carapace of 'lory elecroral infallibiling
“x"‘l']{‘.ll [].lliiil ;ll'Ei‘f'l.‘.lij. ;!IE |:ih Ih:rd '\T;I}' gk'nL'l'ﬂI'il"lCS

and London Weekend Television hair seemied

like a slice of row hope 10 1he Enghish electorare,
To the Welsh and Scors, v was enough char he
nat e Tory. Middle England. however, foved

liirn, because really e was a Tary ac heart
sadd nice things and looked slick. Afrer the 2008
Crewe bveclection victory Dave claimed 1ha
N'.‘."A' E.:||1|:-|:|r ;.}- Tk ||::l'|:.g".\:'|' I'I"Il_' |'|.'i I".:.' (51:.&53'.lirﬂ:il'_'ll'|.,
which makes it clear how Blair was actually

perceived by those who have lmited incerest in

rediseribution or increased social mabilice

l}ﬂ"’Il th ]"}‘:}'J_ L'lL'L':(‘:II'::_l l{ih:!.‘{:t:. fjlf_‘.[.{]l';{‘.h
rriced o Dol o mew hope several omes, Choirbaoy
to Tharcher ar the 1977 Parry Conference and
the mest rzlenced Parlizmentarian of his
generation, Willkim Hague's only non-
Luroscepric problems came when he rried 1o do
ghte fooal when he wis better off with detail,
Then came 125, which meniker sounds, nor
mappropriately, like an immuno-dehoency
disarder, Then, Michael Howard. who had a
smile just 2 livele less winning than that of the
grave, Doomned, all So, could anyone beat Blair?
Well, in realine the woff element of the Tory
party had never pone away but had merely been
submerged, Having made the righr sorc of
friends in the riglu schoals and collepes, they
normally gor work 10 Tory central office ar a
right-wing rag { periodical and evenrually a seac.
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They had been prepacing themselves for rule and
once IHoward resigned in 2005 they made their
Pla.

Drave was initally an owside chance For che
cadership. He won beciese of the ‘Blair effect’,
ar rather the similitude of the younger, wm the
older, man. This was made clear at the lase Blair
PMCs appearancs, wherear Dive lavished praise
and 1n so doing made clear char Blair was his role
madel, anocher rew salesman from an eld schael,
Cameron, Osborne, Bl o @f lnew thar the old
bow manners would non ranslace in the new age.
So the new Tory Toff comes equipped with ipod
sock aned a ‘posiove-approach’ quiff. He does
rechnology and can webchar about secondary-
level academies while mucking in and washing
any dishes thar che maid might have been ordered
to beave aside. Thus, and alas, wich all the grim
mevicahilizy wich which bran exercizes the bhowels,
we end up with "“Webcameron',

Dhave’s omling diary 15 livde bereer, See his ‘gap-vear’
likes weeks of worlk experience spent with, for
example, the police: "Then we spor a well known
local hard man heading in che opposite direcrion and
turn and give chase. successhully |..] on a previous
accasion i's alleged that he punished a grass by using
a red hor poker to brand the letter T on cheir
forchead.” [24/5/07]. A “grass’?! Why, has Dave been
witching oo many DV boxsers of "The Sweenoy™
scarcely plausible - bur the man on the Clapham
amnibus might have, and Dave wanes him 1o believe
in hig hlokesh persona,

Later: "OM course, the way the police handled the
provests 15 an operational maccer for them,' [3/9/07]
Cuuire, Particularly when protest was resericeed by the
pelice and plysical aggression an both sides was
ahserved. Best o avoid offending anyone, apenly,
[ndeed, whar is most apgarent from the diary and
Blogs, s that poor Dive 5 perennially beser by
approbation, Everyone agrees with him —'T was glad
oy see heads nodding'; *1 think che speech went well

— I ga @ good reaction in che lall’ eig, et Bowed
like a crone from all the ﬁ|:1]:.--u11-|_1;in;;k: he snldiers on
and oo He muse be desperare for a bicker and this
his seen him scour the country, looking for dissens,
which s riring:

He deals with social malaise by spending & wesk
living with a family of British Asian siangers in
Birminghan, press in artendance. Luckily, the Asian
Peoples warm o him, and zach him all sors of
things vou don't discover if you go straight from
Fron to Ohtord 1o polides. like how to hold a spade,
o7 use A cash regiscer

Parr of Blaics legaey as & Labour PM whe had 2
hge mandate tor social change bur no acrual
incerest I pussaing i is thae secial mobiline is more
sestrigten] than icwas in the davs of Tharcher and is
WOTsCRing, Wohilse the elecrorate lost their apperile
for being in every visible acrualioe ruled by the upper
clasy some rime aga, the Tortes never did: bue they
have come o see that if they are to rule again they
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cannot speak down to the masses. So, Cameron is a
super-evolved new Tory Toff politician. He speaks in
Blairiie generalivies and soundbives, loves the camera
and comes complere with the tny and grossly
inefficient wind-powered generacor atap his home that
shall become the wealth signifier for the new posh.

"Else might we be Miltons heritars’, wrore Wilde
while at Oxford. [n one of his frsr major interviews as
parcy leader, Cameron admited, T know where 1 wan
1o get tey, bat U'monot ideologically arached o one
particular methed.” Well, Milton hasn't been hip for a
while. Cameron was more incerested in Blair's Jegacy,
which is decidedly non-Miltonic in its being abour a
conservative and non-rediscributionist will w power
[with no specific purpese] mandated through an
appeal o populism. ave doesn't have specific values
as such and is in this wise and orhers Blair and

Thatcher’s progeny — not a thinker, necessarily, noc che
rezl deal, corminky, bur 2 fine example of the new’ Tofl
Tory nonetheless, coming seon, perhaps, 1o an
EXECULIVE BUAD VOLL

The Bullingdon Club, David Cameron, back row, secand frem left. Boris, righe, drant row





