A ONeldll F culiure

Cian O'Neill casts a quizzical eye on some of the celebrities and villains of the past twelve months.

lcons of 2006

Christmas approaches, The candle sutters
o the ledee, and we stare dumbly into the

miw of time as it chews up the last days of

the wvear, Notwithstanding the dvspepsia,
whie shall be mest Tondly remembered
when we get to the other end of Chiistmas
and il ourselves in the chthonic mess of
Limuary? Whao, in other waords, ure the
slazed cherries on the skin of this vear's
wule-log?

Well, obviously, Kim Jong-11 holds
tenwre inoany such list no mutter how
meomplele it beo This fne man makes
clear that what the moere nged gyneocrals
say Lo those bouncing on their Knees 15 as
imperviows 0o crtcal deconstruction as
the beawty i irdsona. To whit: never 1rust
i short mun. Never, nog never st o shart
man, Churchill made do owith a glowing
Cherchill cigar in his mite, and the
inadeyuiey -curing joys of gassing Kurds
[hands up who picked up that baton?]

Kim jong-il feels impelled s get bimsell

as hig otoy as the nesi-deor neighbour. In
the world af wromunents, size does mattear,

But thut is net to say that he has Toood
his sole metier i radically destabalizing
the Raorein penimsala. Reloved
Leprechuun is 0 rovnded oot qust
corporeally. He is an aviaphobe. o
celebrated cinephile, an NBA lan and il
cnthusiast [like Charles HR.H. in that
wiseo though pot inoo Cival Partnership
with u hannister-fuced Centaur |, Showing
dgain that the gourmand French shouold
prabably lay olf the COsiach, Pariz has
caprossed doubt that the neclear tesr did
Like place: Much like the Fiest or Second
World  Wars,  Anvhow, Kim i no
lightweight, thougl he could probahly,

with oSy cule-as-get-oul linde wotsies of

his. tarm o a dime,

Speaking of @ proper shill”™ [ing], Tord
Levy has also hud o oood vear: Peer of the
Year, yes. Uhermensch, ves. Levy las
maintained a busier dry. been more
engaeed and more lTortheoming with his
eipericnee wnd expertise this year, than
any  other Blairite. The Memopohian
Police declare im a model suspect.

Cme can anly suppose whal 15 going on
in leag. When Suwddam Hussein starts o
seer the only consistent spokesporson in
the region it i time to slart checking the
walting hisl for Richurd Brionson's space-
shuttles, Suddam has proven himself o be
i formidably ahdurate debater, something
ol @ cross between a semitie ewl and lan

Paisley Snr [nol his eldermost scion, who
haws e poise and class of an expectant heir
iy oa used-car salesroom], Saddam has
rediscoverad his voice. Notin a mid-career
Staatra ko ol way [though T grant vou
e hus had some serions bespoke sports
Jackels an show ] More like Bob Dvlan
he has become incomprehensible. As
someans wlo speaks absolutely no Arakac
lenguages at all this writer can conlidently
altest that this Marsh Arab has the
elocition of o marly-hole. Tis all spluters
gareles and farts,

That said, he makes more sense thun
Prom REumesfeld, whose departure rom the
field of batle with arruly shook-and-pwed
foe has Deoen as tactful as his strategi
planming  of  fullscale  zeopolitical
meltilown, Yes, Don spared the lona-
cowed Wastington Press the valedictions,
bul he led them o merry dance, His diction
wits clear, butr his meaning behooved the
Sphinx. “Known  knowns, known
tnknswns” vou could not bt forget the
arigin question amidst the silver mists ol
hiz cbluscation. Anyway, we have lost
Dan — he 15 now permanently out (o
pasture. on the grean grass of all those
lucrative deals he and the Crawlord Crew
awarded  themselves I the 2006'
Yearbook entry Tor Stale Most Likely To
Callapse ot Civil War

Arthur ‘Love” Lee ended his Indian
sumumer bravely in o Memphis leakemia
wartll Syd Barreu waes linally relensed
Front his exile of the mind and. more sally,
his reputation was properly Laid bare Tor
the pigeons 1o pick over and mangle. The
principled and chanming Lord Gerry Fin
retred 1o that cornerbooth of the Palace of
Woeslminster from whence none  may
return. Long-enduring  auteur Roben
Adtman also "hought 110 this vear,

Keith Richards, who has been deing
his thang for longer than he can certainly
remambar, pewdy achioved wial release
thi= vear. Falling from a coconut tree like
Mewlon’s apple, ome wonders iF “the Keel”
had @ revelation ahoot what age Teels like
and what it actually means. His inability o
learn the later makes him sl fun now,
and a lzte-bottled haro of many a vinlage
year, 7T the fool would persist in his folly
he would become wise’, quoth g certain
Lundun printer and poat, and one s lidle
inclined te dispute the tuth ol

O course, poor Michacel Stone never
learns, Thers are no lraining-nets dronnd
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the Shankill for practising the accurate
howling of grenades, Michael 1ok a poor
innings al that graveyard back in the
19805, leaving  the  dynamic  batting
partnership of Adams-MoGuinness we run
or e the next century unperiurbed. He
was o betier al the wickel up in Stormon
on ZE1 1 — canght Tor o poogly-eved
loon, with 6 makeshift bombs in his
Primark Winter Collection  raincoat
Linmanned by u female security goard.
Michael was left a liide silly-loaking: like
any fanatic, Mo hero.

Cne can bul wonder what effect this
will have on the morale of Tohnny Adair,
who wis set ooend the vear an a real high
thunks to securing a documentury in tha
hotly-contested  lule-night Tuesday  on
Channel Five slot He spent this Test bour
of dungerously shallow relevision driving
in naked fear around his old haonts and
habbling agramunutically throwgh eritted
teeth |that would be the charisma running
through his veins] ahout one day returming
home tooa mystical council estate of free
dole. “commumty policing” und baps of e's
for wver” lew This man without proper
function, existing day-by-day in the lay-
bys of Northern Britain, serves anly 1o
showe how cowardice and pride glean
magre prolil in tears. The show eoded
with  hum “thoughetully™  urning  u
childrens”  roundabour like o z2ibhon
forlomly contemplating s stool. Yer, tha
aur pal Juhnny spared nary a thaught for
the children wham he orphaned. while he
ran his paws over that roundabonl, is no
worse than the chulling maoral myopia of
W Bosh el al, who have set the world an
course For w sandbank in 2007, Or is 0
fguicksand ™! lrag. Afghanistan. Nosh
Korea, The price of ml, and the price of
il Loy vour torkey,

B KIETH RICHARDS - OUT OF HIS TREE
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