London letter

Cian O'Neill

reach! Breach! The good ship Mews

[nrernational 15 wking on waten,
haled below the waretline by a barrage
of phone-hacking allegations, Andy
Conlsons disappearznce lrom Downing
A, the sacking of former Head of Moews
ar the News of the Waorkd Tan
FEdmondson and the sacrifice of some
lesser moreals whe were rapped in the
engine room while mansgement dis-
ownerl knowledge of what drove the
boar so curioush well againse che de of
Falling newspaper cirenlanion figures,
cight up the dark viver and into the
gloaming, Tt probably won® stop the
ConDhen: Cozliten boys giving Rupert
Moloch” Murdoch his way on che
B5kyB question, afrer Cameron dined
privately with BikyE non-Fxecurive
Fils| ar
Christroas and Cultore Secretary Jeremy
Hunt gave free tirering o the old dogs
lvwvers an how 1o get past whitever
tests che Comnpetition Commission may

Chairman James Murdoch

1.5kl sometimes i0s encugh in life ro
imagine Ruper getting annc:u}-r:d that ha
hasn got everviling he wanted, il bt
lor o Fleet Streer minure.

Time rells, as Mikolai the Horgelly
Cleggs increasingly sadsaclk face illus-
rates. SWith Vince Cable neutered
thanks to o [News [nternanonal?| leak
froan within the Telegrapdt abour the
theneyrrap” ! fake constituency meeting
recording which revesled iy antipathy
tonwards Murdech, the Clegg i isolared
and increasingly unpopular, which 15
e che Tories like him. Mr OnCamera
need only now worry abour Lib Dem
interference with bis agenda from Simon
Hughes, ver less than vefore, s that
the Latcer has accepred the poison chalice
of a governmene role as otficial sdvocae
Foor educationzl access e tuition {ees
apelagist. One chinks of Macketh, ane
sees i comedv. Meanwlile, the protesis
continue in London, most recendy
against the scrapping of the Educational
Mainrenance Allowance, which gave
voung adulis from disadvanmaged back-
grounds meney with which o actend

FORTRIGHT MARCHMAPEIL #2012

and stay in secondare-level educanion
anel traiming.

Crer in Labour HOY, Bd Balls has
replaced Alan Dhuncan as Shadow
Chancellor and been welcomed by such
prominent Lettics as Polly Tovnbes
mch as the wounded suravors of 2
plane erash in the Pacific Ocean would
weleome a speargun, Well, he is cernainly
quite able ar the Despatch Bos and
looks like he s licking s chops even
when he st Perhaps George Cshourne
should have saved the cose ol his
Clhizistmas ski-oip o Klosoers and
bought some chainmail,

WiERle Balls strives 10 make
heliday of the Smirking Chanzellar,
Shadow Culrure binister lvan Lowis iy

making ril hay with 1he recem

1 Boman

announcemene by Bush Feuse char icis
going to our 4335 jols and
eign language services etc, across the
BBC Warld Service, Besides how the
diminishiment of this list grest Retthian

close Fve Tor-

shibboledh will affecr che ever-increasing
number of lsteners worldwide, such as
the estimaced 30% of the popatlaions in
Kenva, Nigeria ar Tanzania who do so,
the me]lutmns are significant 1o the
futizre outlooalk of B n-'r]*mr.! SLEI 1|l|11§.
alongside OntZamers |1I:Hr:r coal rones
Gl l:ht: Special Relationship wich
America and William H:zgu{‘.‘h carlier
decision te force funding of GO
upon the BRC, & strategic retreat from
non-profit led involvement with the
broader waorld which leaves Britain ple.
lenking srmaller and moree introveried.

In terms then of the glabal stage,
Camecron shows himself a be 2 'One
Sanan’ Tory with o diminutive o,
theugh his plans for the NHE be more
raclical than Thatcher dared essay in her
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the svstem, These GMC-condemned
reformms may be seen as the second-muost
extremne ideclogical policy decision thar
the Caoalition has ralien chus tar, atter
the carly, deep cus, IF the mandarory
imternal market that John Biv intro-
duced o the BBC served anly o

increase the cost af programming pro-
duction, prove Jarguably] deleterions w
the qualicy of corporation aurpur and
put License-payvers” maoney i the hands
al private media companies, one fails o
see how making the WHS compere per-
Force with multinational health compa-
nies could do anvthing other than lead
o underselling by the private compen-
tors until they have seen of T NHS "serv-
fce supplicss’ 1]n‘.|m:[|'u_r. leaving a vorpo-
ratized health services mﬂrktrpldw where
the patient saon has only such sights o
care as they can afford ar successtully
Tl G for Hegleh Minister Andrew
Lawnsley, who received a £21.000 dona-
tion o his private oftice betore the
Election from the wife of the chairman
al private healtheare firm Care UK, may
ol course know samething we don',
Wk che povernment also pushing an
with cheir effarts o affecr the aurcome
af furure elections by redocing the repre-
sentation of certain Scottish constinen-
cics and so gerrvmander whar has beena
Seottish Labour Blac since time tmme-
mornal, one thing thar Me OnCamers
cannot be accused of 1s a slcw start
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